
 

Weston-sub-Edge Village Hall (Registered Charity No.267532)  
 
offers an excellent venue for up to 100 
people. It includes a well equipped kitchen 
and all amenities for business or leisure. 
The spacious hall has good lighting, power 
points and gas fired central heating all 
included in the hire fee. 
 

Ample parking, hearing loop and WiFi 
available. 
 
Hall bookings can be made by calling  

Becky White - email   wsevillagehall@gmail.com  

Cotswold Cutz 
LADIES & GENTS 
HAIRSTYLISTS 

 
CHURCH STREET WILLERSEY 

 01386 852219 

 

• Chimney liners 
• Bird guards 
• Pots fitted 
• Pointing and repairs 
• Gutters cleaned 
• Broken roof tiles replaced. 

‘HETAS Registered’ 

 

mailto:wsevillagehall@gmail.com


Electrical 
Contractor 

 

 

DOMESTIC 
COMMERCIAL 

AGRICULTURAL 
HOUSE REWIRES 

LIGHTING DESIGN 
 

Claddagh Cottage Chapel Lane 
Mickleton GL55 6SD 

 

Tel: 01386 438448 
Mobile: 07930 524211 

KNIGHT 
PROVISIONS 

LTD 
 

We are only a phone call away for your 
 

BACON 
SAUSAGE 

COOKED MEATS 
PIES etc 

 

Call us today on 01386 833500 
Fax: 01386 833900 

 

HARTWELL & CO 
 

TIMBER MERCHANTS & FENCING SPECIALISTS 
 

Visit our well-stocked yard for timber, gates, fencing,  

trellis, decking & expert advice. 

www.hartwellfencing.co.uk  01386 840373  

Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 8.30am-12noon 

 

The Timber Yard, Weston Subedge, Nr. Chipping Campden, GL55 6QH 
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Puzzles, cartoons, Smile, Movie Moments and children’s pages by courtesy of ParishPump.co.uk 

http://www.hartwellfencing.co.uk


 

Mothers’ Day is on 

the 14th March.  

Let’s clap  

for our mums. 

 

WESTON SENIORS 
 

We all now are aware of the 
coronavirus and the problems that it is 
causing to all of us. 
 
In view of the health risk to ourselves 
and the Weston Seniors, who are in 
the at risk group, I feel we cannot take 
the risk of adding to the current toll. 
 
I feel it is prudent to cancel all future 
meetings until it is deemed safe to 
resume. 
 
Keep safe. 
 
Peter Welstead 

Coffee 
Morning 
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What do you see? 
 A man or a dog?   A bird or a cat? 
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VILLAGE HISTORY 
 

The School – Part 6 
 
Over the past few months, I have looked at the sort of things that kept children 
out of school. But what did they do when in the classroom? 
 
As the State became more involved, it was inevitable that legislation would be 
introduced to determine what should be taught, and in 1872 a Revised Code of 
Regulations defined a set of six Standards for the three R’s. Standard Three 
was the minimum required to enable a child to leave school for work and for this 
the pupil had to be able to read a short paragraph from a more advanced book 
(than Standard Two), write a sentence slowly dictated once from the same 
book, and understand long division and compound rules for money.  
 
The school was subject to annual inspection and the summary of the report for 
1876 concluded, ‘...order good, teaching generally creditable and intelligent. The 
reading might occasionally be more fluent and the spelling and arithmetic better 
here and there but as a whole the teaching is satisfactory.‘ Other reports refer to 
the standard of the girl’s sewing and knitting and geography as a subject is also 
commented upon.  
 
Following a prolonged spell of illness, Miss Marnes retired in March 1886, and 
her place for the next six years was taken by Miss Emma  Hallett, followed by 
Miss Matthews. In November 1896, Miss Bertha Stanley took over and although 
a strict disciplinarian, she was an excellent teacher and, in addition to trips to 
the seaside, taught practical skills such as calculating the size of the playing 
field (in acres), measuring the distances (in chains) from the school gate to 
Aston turn and from the school to the railway station. It is difficult to imagine 
such activities today (even with lockdown traffic levels!), given the need for the 
ubiquitous risk assessment. Miss Stanley retired after 35 years service during 
which, in her later years, she was very successful in helping 11 year olds gain 
scholarships to Campden Grammar School. 
 
It should not be forgotten that during these early days, corporal punishment was 
the norm. Back in 1875, one of the boys threw a stone which severely hurt the 
eye of a girl, to the extent that it was feared she might lose it. Canon Bourne 
specially addressed the whole school on the subject of stone throwing, and 
warned them to stop the practice at their peril, as he would personally flog any 
boy caught again. Some months later the School Log records that ‘..stone 
throwing seems rather scarce in the village of late.’ A further entry thankfully 
recorded that the girl’s eye had been saved’. 
 
Next month : Falling numbers and closure. 

Any comments to  tonykemp@clara.co.uk 

mailto:tonykemp@clara.co.uk


 

The Real Easter Egg 
Out of the 80 million chocolate Easter eggs sold each year in the UK, The Real 
Easter Egg is the first and only Fairtrade chocolate Easter egg to share the 
Easter story. 
 
The Real Easter Egg has been on sale since 2010 and involves thousands of 
churches, schools and groups.  It crosses all denominations and offers 
individuals a simple way to share the Easter Story while supporting Fairtrade 
and charitable projects. 
 
The Real Easter Egg continues to be the UK's top mail order Egg in terms of 
volume. 
 
To date more than a million eggs have been sold and more than £300,000 has 
been donated to charitable causes. 
 
Real Easter Egg dropped by pandemic hit supermarkets 
The UK's top supermarkets will not be stocking The Real Easter Egg in 2021. 
For the past ten years Tesco, Waitrose, ASDA and Morrisons have made room 
on their shelves for The Real Easter Egg. 
 
The head of The Real Easter Egg, David Marshall, said: "Easter 2020 was right 
at the start of lock-down and we saw people change the way they shopped. We 
saw an increase of 40% in people buying from our website for friends, family and 
food banks. However, at the same time, the early pandemic led to the 
supermarkets having a disastrous Easter as people stayed away from high 
streets. This year, supermarket buyers were told to cut brands, reduce the 
volumes and in some cases ask for stock to be supplied at a loss or cost price.  
 
Real Easter Egg launches despite being dropped  
The Meaningful Chocolate Company has launched its 2021 Fairtrade Real 
Easter Egg range. All Real Easter Eggs come with an Easter story in the box. 
The stories range from simple guides to a 24-page activity book version with a 
prize competition worth £200. They provide an opportunity to share the joy of 
Easter with friends and family.  
 
The 2021 Original Real Easter Egg includes a new 24-page Easter story activity 
book. It features a rainbow design to remind us of the importance of working 
together, in amazing and inspiring ways, for the common good. It costs £4.50 
and is delivered in multiples of six or as singles.  
 
David Marshall, from Meaningful Chocolate, said: "Even with the current 
uncertainties we believe that it is more important than ever that churches, 
schools and individuals find ways to share the Easter story in 2021. Our aim is to 
provide some of these resources and continue to support Fairtrade. The Real 
Easter Egg is a proven way to do this.  

 
You can order direct from www.realeasteregg.co.uk " 
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If you wish to place an advertisement in the Messenger  
for 2021 please contact the Editor on 01386 859625 
THANK YOU to all those who support the magazine. 
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Minutes of all Parish meetings are available on the village website, 
www.westonsubedge.com.  Agendas are posted on the Village Notice Board in 
the bus shelter.  

     
£100  68 Roy Rogers     

£50  60 Beryl Wright     

£25  153 George McAllister 185 Grant Print  

£10  113 Guy Reynolds 41 Wendy Wyatt 

£10  62 Annie Corbett 213 Melissa Ayley 

£10  30 Chris Hurley  100 Joy Court-Newbury 

£10  51 Shirley James 52 Mark Knight  

£5  210 Ann Tomblin  82 Hartwell Ltd  

£5  95 Tony Kemp  75 Frankie Haydon 

£5  45 Sandra Vale  163 Jennie and Peter Bond 

£5  3 Tom Basford  216 Tom Whitehouse 

£5  209 Rob Whitehouse 204 Andy Down and Holly Greenwood 

£5  21 Rupert Brice  128 Louise McGarr and Eddy Hoksbergen 

*100 Club* draws  
    December 2020      January 2021    

Order from www.realeasteregg.co.uk " 

http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk/
http://www.westonsubedge.com
http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk/
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There is an old Jewish saying:  God 
could not be everywhere, and therefore 
He made mothers. 
 
Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother 
of the Gods - our human mothers - all 
of them have been part of the 
celebration of ‘Mothering Sunday’ - as 
the fourth Sunday in Lent is 
affectionately known. It has been 
celebrated in the UK since at least the 
16th century. 
 
In Roman times, great festivals were 
held every Spring to honour Cybele, 
Mother of all the Gods. Other pagan 
festivals in honour of Mother Earth 
were also celebrated. With the arrival 
of Christianity, the festival became one 
honouring Mother Church. 
 
During the Middle Ages, young people 
apprenticed to craftsmen or working as 
‘live-in’ servants were allowed only one 
holiday a year on which to visit their 
families, which is how ‘Mothering 
Sunday’ got its name. This special day 

became a day of family rejoicing, and 
the Lenten fast was broken. In some 
places the day was called Simnel Day, 
because of the sweet cakes called 
simnel cakes traditionally eaten on that 
day. 
 
In recent years the holiday has 
changed, and in many ways now 
resembles the American Mother’s Day, 
with families going out to Sunday lunch 
and generally making a fuss of their 
mother on the day.   
 
The Queen recently spoke for the 
whole country when she said that many 
are, “tinged with sadness. Some (are) 
mourning the loss of those dear to 
them and other missing friends and 
family members, distanced for safety. 
When all they really want … is a simple 
hug or a squeeze of the hand.”  
 
We may not be able to hug our Mum 
on 14th March this year, but we can 
look forward to the day when we will 
give and receive the biggest one yet! 

14
th

 March: Mothering Sunday, 4
th

 Sunday in Lent 
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Let’s clap for mothers! 
 
As Mother’s Day approaches, let’s hear it for all 
the mothers who have been on the frontline of 
helping our country survive the Covid pandemic! 
  
Just as we’ve clapped on our doorsteps for the 
NHS and other heroes, let’s applaud all that 
mothers have done – often balancing home and 
employment – during these long lockdown 
months. 
 
Research shows that mums have carried out 
most of the home schooling and household 
tasks – with many also holding down important 
frontline roles in the NHS and other essential 
services. 
 
Women spent more than twice as much time as 
men on their children’s home schooling and 
development during the lockdown, according to 
a study by University College London. It 
measured how parents responded while 
schools and nurseries were closed to most 
families. 
 
The survey, reported by the Guardian 
newspaper, found that women across several 
age groups took the major share of childcare 
and home schooling. Those with primary school
-aged children “were considerably more likely” 
to have given up working than fathers with 
children of the same age. 
 
The pressure on families was further increased 
as many grandparents and other carers were 
unable to help. Family and friendship networks 
were put under strain with contacts restricted to 
online Zoom or Facetime calls that are often 
difficult with younger children. 
 
Launching a Children’s Society report into 
children’s welfare during the lockdown, chief 
executive Mark Russell said: “We are living in 
unprecedented times. Months of national 
lockdown, only small numbers of children in 

school, and many families experiencing real 
crisis. Coronavirus has impacted every area of 
our lives and The Children’s Society has been 
deeply concerned about the impact of this crisis 
on children, especially the most disadvantaged.” 
 
He added: “Our survey found a higher 
proportion of young people experiencing low 
well-being than we are used to seeing. Whilst 
we know that most children’s well-being will 
‘bounce-back’, there will be some who do not.” 
 
Mothers are at the frontline of helping our 
children cope with – and then recover from – 
the effects of the Covid pandemic and the 
extended lockdowns. 
 
Many working mothers lost their jobs because 
of the pandemic, and families will be hard-
pressed to make up for the income lost. Food 
bank provider, the Trussell Trust has warned 
churches to prepare for a ‘tidal wave’ of poverty 
and to be ready to help their local communities. 
 
This Mother’s Day, daffodils and chocolate may 
seem very thin reward for the major contribution 
of mums across our nation.  
 
In normal times, they have a challenging and 
demanding job to do. Through the pandemic, 
they have risen to the challenges and sought to 
ensure children thrive despite the lockdowns.  
 
As we celebrate Mother’s Day, let’s recognise 
the amazing efforts made by mothers in the 
home with their children. 
 
Let’s also celebrate the vital roles many also 
play – as do those 
without children – in the 
NHS, in education, in 
the government and civil 
service, in keeping vital 
supplies flowing – and in 
our pulpits and across 
our churches. 
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Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks? 
Walking in Gloucestershire www.walkinginengland.co.uk/glos is the website for 
you!   
 
With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks, 
contact details for all the walking groups in the county and much more. Whether 
you want to walk on your own or with a group all the information is there in one 
place. 
 
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability for 
pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy. 
 
So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!  
 
John Harris 
www.walkinginengland.co.uk/glos email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

Breakfast Treat for Mum — Blueberry Pancakes 

• 150g plain flour 

• 2 teaspoons sugar 

• 1 teaspoon salt 

• 2 eggs, beaten 

• 120ml milk 

• 1 knob butter (for frying) 

• Blueberries – You can use fresh or frozen  

• Vanilla – Just a little bit of extract to act as 
a secret weapon flavour 

 
Combine dry ingredients: In a large bowl 
mix together the flour,  sugar and a pinch of 
salt. Set aside.  

Combine the wet ingredients: In a smaller bowl whisk together the 
vanilla extract, milk and eggs. Add the wet ingredients to the flour 
mixture and gently whisk until well incorporated. Stir in the blueberries.  

Cook the pancakes:  Melt the butter in a pan. Pour about half a ladle 
into the pan on a medium hot hob and cook for 3 minutes, until the 
edges start to firm up. Flip the pancakes and finish cooking for another 1 
to 2 minutes on the other side. Repeat with remaining batter.  

Serve hot with maple syrup. 

 

S
 M

 I
 L

 E
 S
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I got a package envelope in the mail the other day that had written 
on the front, ‘Photographs: Do Not Bend. 
 

Underneath the postman had written: “Oh yes they do.” 
 
An advert appeared in a student newspaper of a university: “Sweet 

little old lady wishes to correspond with good-looking university student 
– especially a six-footer with brown eyes, answering to initials J.A.D.”  It 
was signed: “his mother.”  
 
A housewife was helping her aged mother get up the stairs on their 
brand-new stair lift when the minister telephoned her. He was horrified 
to hear her say: “I’m so sorry, but I’ll have to ring you back. I can’t talk 
right now because I’ve finally got Mother in the electric chair and I’m 
eager to press the switch and see if it works!  
 
Save the earth. It’s the only planet with chocolate.  
 
A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train stops. 
On my desk I have a workstation.  

Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 
Help control the virus 

To protect yourself and others, when you leave home you must: 
 

• wash hands - keep washing your hands regularly 

• cover face - wear a face covering over your nose and mouth in enclosed 

spaces 

• make space - stay at least a metre away from people not in your household 

 

If you are feeling unwell, get a test and do not leave home for at least 10 days. 

https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/glos
https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/glos
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk


 

Sudoku Each line, column and square must contain the numbers 1 to 9. 
Easy Intermediate   

     FREE 

Confidential Advisory Service 
  

available to older people to assist in 
accessing the following services: 

  
Benefits such as Attendance Allowance 
Support services such as carers, cleaners & gardeners 
Equipment such as walking aids 
Blue Badge applications 
Adult Social Care 
Referrals to Social Care 
Advice on general well being 

  
For free support, advice & information please contact: 

  
Louise Kington, Campden & Cotswold Edge Advisory Service 

on 07703 566772 or email louisecotswoldedge@gmail.com 
  

This service is made possible due to Grant Aid 
kindly provided by Chipping Campden Community Trust 

  
Registered Charity N0. 1058187 
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ADVERTISEMENTS  
 

If you know anyone wishing to advertise please tell them  
about the Messenger and to contact the Editor on 01386 859625 
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How to stop stress getting the 
better of you. 
 
With the third lockdown, too many of us 
are facing a torrent of stress over job 
insecurity, home schooling, isolation, 
illness, or all of the above!  Stress 
makes us want to eat badly, exercise 
less and drink more. It also has a 
profound effect on our immune system.  
 
While brief or ‘acute’ stress can spur us 
on to some specific achievement, the 
opposite is true of ‘chronic’ stress, 
which does only damage. It suppresses 
our immune system, making us more 
susceptible to bugs. That is why a 
stressful event can leave you feeling 
run down, or trigger a bad cold, 
shingles, or asthma.   
 
So how do we give our immune 
systems some help during this crisis?   
 
Eat well. A balanced diet includes at 
least all six plant-based food groups: 
fruit, vegetables, wholegrains, legume, 
nuts and seeds.  
 
Exercise every day: regular moderate 
exercise helps your immune system. 
 
Get enough sleep. It has been called 
“the foundation of the immune system.” 
Avoid caffeine in the afternoon and 
keep devices, laptops or screens away 
from you for an hour before bedtime.  
Instead, stretch and relax, and consider 
a hot shower or bath.  
 
Finally, don’t be mean to yourself. 
Practise some self-compassion. Give 
yourself some private time, forget 
perfectionism, and accept that 
‘sometimes half-good is good enough.’ 
Be kind to yourself – because even that 
will help your immune system. 
 

Your daily walk should be a sacred 
ritual 
 
Under lockdown, millions of us who 
rarely walked around our immediate 
locality are now well acquainted with 
every nearby driveway, every crack in 
the pavement, and every pothole in the 
road. We have developed views on our 
neighbours’ gardens, on their oddly 
coloured garage doors, and on their 
dogs, children and cars.  
 
If we go out at the same time every 
day, we may even be saying hello to 
the same people we don’t know every 
day. 
 
For many of us, that daily walk has 
become the high point of our day. After 
all, it is one of the few liberties we have 
left.   
 
Some of us go early, to enjoy the 
relative peace and quiet.  Some of us 
go midday, to at least see other people, 
even if we can’t talk to them. Others of 
us opt for dusk, the dark comfort of a 
street with lit houses and stars in the 
sky. 



 

March 2021 
 

As I continue to reflect on, and pray about, the pandemic, I have also been 
thinking about how I can engage meaningfully, in these strangest of times, with 
the season of Lent.  
 
Lent is a wonderful and God-given time in the Church’s year. It offers us the 
opportunity to pause, make time, and then to take stock of our lives, in the light of 
the salvation that is offered to us through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. At this time of year, I often revisit the Old Testament Book of Ecclesiastes. 
This year, I once again found myself drawn to these familiar verses, 
 

‘There is a time for everything, 
and a season for every activity under the heavens: 

a time to be born and a time to die, 
a time to plant and a time to uproot, 

a time to kill and a time to heal, 
a time to tear down and a time to build, 

a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
a time to mourn and a time to dance…’ 
Ecclesiastes, chapter 3, verses 1-4 (NIV) 

 
I paused over the words that there is, ‘a time to be born and a time to die’ and ‘a 
time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and time to dance.’ In doing 
this, it wasn’t in any way my intention to be morbid, but rather to acknowledge 
that, in this time of pandemic, those words have for me and, no doubts, for many 
of us, an added depth and poignancy. 
 
First, those words reminded me that, no matter what is going on around us, 
whether it be good or bad, whether our lives feel light and bright or heavy and 
dark, and, ultimately, whether we are in life or in death, God holds each one of us 
in the very hollow of his hands. In St Paul’s words, we are reminded that nothing, 
absolutely nothing, ‘will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.’ (Romans, chapter 8, verse 39, NIV) 
 
Finally, these words reminded me that ‘weeping’ and ‘mourning’ are part of life 
and, indeed, part of the human condition. But, I also know and believe that, 
through the death-defeating death and all-powerful Resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
these things will not have the last word and will last only for a season, not for 
eternity.  
 
There will come again, a time to laugh and a time to dance. I long to share that 
time with you all. 
 
With love, 
Scott 
 
Rev Scott Watts 
Team Vicar, Vale and Cotswold Edge Benefice  
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Wear your daffodil and unite in 
memory 

Marie Curie, the UK’s leading end-of-life care charity will 
this year celebrate their 35

th
 annual Great Daffodil Appeal, 

which is held every March across the UK. The money 
raised from this appeal enables the charity to continue 
their vital work providing care and support to people living 
with a terminal illness and their families. 

The coronavirus continues to have a devastating effect on Marie Curie’s 
fundraising, as activities up and down the country have had to be cancelled. 
However, there’s still lots of ways people can get involved, with things like the 
Step into Spring Challenge in March where people walk 10,000 steps a day, they 
can host a virtual collection or buy and wear one of the charity’s iconic daffodils 
in memory of a loved one. 

This year will be even more special as the charity encourages the nation to come 
together to reflect, grieve and remember for a National Day of Reflection. 
Tuesday 23

rd
 March 2021 will mark one year since the UK first went into a 

nationwide lockdown and Marie Curie is inviting the nation to unite and 
remember those who died and show support and solidarity for those who have 
been bereaved. The charity knows how important it is for people to grieve and 
the emotional and psychological impact of not being able to say goodbye 
properly and grieving in isolation can have. 

Due to the pandemic, Marie Curie won’t have their normal collections on the 
street, so donations are more important than ever. To support the Great Daffodil 
Appeal, you can donate at www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil or you can buy your 
daffodil pin in store at a number of high street stores including Superdrug or 
Savers. 

Laura Greensall, Marie 
Curie Nurse, in PPE, at the 
Marie Curie Hospice, West 
Midlands. This picture was 
taken in January 2021 
during the covid 19 
pandemic. Patient posed by 
a model 

http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil

